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The forester was very excited and immediately went up to the King and told him about the white

elephant that he had seen on Mount Candorana. He told him that he had marked the way and would

require the help of the elephant trainers in order to catch this fantastic elephant. The King was quite

pleased with the information and immediately dispatched a number of soldiers and elephant trainers

along with the forester. After travelling for many days, the group reached the lake besides which the

elephants resided. They slowly moved down to the edge of the lake and hid behind the bushes. The

white elephant was collecting lotus shoots for his mother's meal and could sense the presence of

humans. When he looked up, he spotted the forester and realized that it was he who had led the

King's men to him. He was very upset at the ingratitude but decided that if he put up a struggle many

of the men would be killed. And he was just too kind to hurt anyone. So he decided to go along with

them to Banaras and then request the benevolent King to be set free. That night when the white

elephant did not return home, his mother was very worried. She had heard all the commotion outside

and had guessed that the King's men had taken away her son. She was scared that the King would

ride him in to battle and her son would definitely be killed. She was also worried that there would be

no one to look after her or even feed her, as she could not see. She just lay down and cried bitterly.

Meanwhile her son was led in to the beautiful city of Banaras where he was given a grand reception.

The whole city was decorated and his own stable was gaily painted and covered with garlands of

fragrant flowers. The trainers laid out a feast for their new state elephant that refused to touch a

morsel. He did not respond to any kind of stimuli, be it the fragrant flowers or the beautiful and

comfortable stable. All the trainers were worried and told the King that the new elephant would not

eat and looked very sad.
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